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Social Software fits… Right?

• Students collaborating on projects

• Classes collaborating to build understanding

• Research groups collaborating

• Departments collaborating

• I’m shocked… SHOCKED, I say, to learn

that there’s collaboration going on here!!!

• Or… at least that’s the ideal…
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THE FEDS

• Federal Education Rights

and Privacy Act (FERPA)

– Education records can’t be

released, revealed, &c.

• Copyright

– Who owns collaboratively

written works?

– Faculty? Students? Both?



Realities of the Academic Setting

THE FEDS THE STATE

PEDAGOGY

TEACHING

and with luck

LEARNING

• Copyright

– Who owns collaboratively

written works?

– The institution?!

• Requirements for student

attendance, performance,

assessment record keeping,

etc.
THE INSTITUTION



Realities of the Academic Setting

THE FEDS

PEDAGOGYTHE INSTITUTION

TEACHING

and with luck
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• For public institutions,

there may be laws limiting

giving away work created

using State property (like

University computers and

networks)

THE STATE



Realities of the Academic Setting

THE FEDS

THE INSTITUTION

TEACHING

and with luck

LEARNING

THE STATE

• Collaboration

– No collisions!

• Reflection

• Attribution

– Assessment

– Accountability

PEDAGOGY

• Persistent History

• Per-user Stats

• Presence awareness

• Course-based IM



Realities of the Academic Setting

THE FEDS

THE INSTITUTION

THE STATE

PEDAGOGY

Flexibility to handle intellectual property

interests of institutions, faculty, and students

TEACHING

and with luck

LEARNING

Technology that

doesn't get in the

way

Respect for rights

of faculty and students

Supports interaction

between and

among students

Supports easy

collection of

stats about user

behaviors



Help me refine these issues…

• http://issues.WikiSpaces.com/

• wd213355@albany.edu


